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Did you know that Blackburn Hamlet boasts 11 city-owned parks, as well as 6 schoolyards, the Gloucester Allotment Gardens, and 
connections to the NCC Greenbelt pathways? If you haven’t had the chance to visit all the parks and greenspaces in the Hamlet, 
now’s your chance! With support from the 2020 TD Park People grants program, the Blackburn Community Association Environment 
Committee has put together The Blackburn Hamlet TD Park People Challenge to get you outside enjoying nature, and learning about 
the environment. 
 
To enter, complete as many of the activities as you can during July and August 2020. Submit the entry form by email to 
enviro@blackburnhamlet.ca by September 1, 2020, using the subject line ‘Park Challenge’. 
 
If you take any photos of the challenge, please share them on Facebook or Twitter using the hashtag #BHParkChallenge. 
 
Whenever possible, please use eco-friendly ways to get to the parks, such as walking or riding a bike. We’d also like to remind you to 
not pick plants, to obey any signs asking you to stay on pathways, to observe wild animals from a distance, and to leave nature the 
way you found it. 
 
Contestant Information: 

First name: Last name: 

Address (street and number):  

Email address:  I am at least 18 years of age: 

Yes ☐ No ☐ 

☐ I consent to be contacted by a director from the Blackburn Community Association if my entry is selected as a winner of 
this contest 

Contact information will be used only for the purpose of contacting the winners of the contest and will not be kept past November 
1, 2020.  

Contest rules: 

1. Contest is open to residents of Blackburn Hamlet. 
2. One entry per household. 
3. The form must be submitted by a resident of legal age in Ontario 
4. To be eligible for the draw, the contestant information must be filled in on the entry form, and at least 5 of the 20 activities 

must be completed.  
5. Winners will be selected at random for one of the 4 prizes (valued at approximately $40) 
6. Entrants who complete all 20 tasks will be entered to win an additional prize (valued at approximately $40) 
7. Winners will be contacted via the email address provided when the form is submitted.  
8. Please follow all municipal and provincial physical distancing and gathering rules that are in effect while participating in 

these activities. The BCA will not be responsible for violations. 



 

Connecting with Nature Date  

Visit John Kemp Park and find the biggest tree. Do you think you would be able to get your arms around 
the tree?  _______________ 

How old do you think these trees are?__________________________ 

 

Count the number of trees at Richard Dagg Park:  ___________________________  

Take a walk through Woodhill Park. Stand still and close your eyes in for 5 minutes.  

Which nature sounds did you hear?  ____________________________________________________ 

What odours did you smell in the air?  ______________________________________________________ 

 

How many different types of insects can you count at Tauvette Park? _______________ 

Try to identify and name some of the insects: _______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Visit Joshua Bradley Park for 15 minutes. How many different bird species did you see? 
_________________ 

Try to name some of the bird species you saw: ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________  

 

 Fitness and Fun Date 

Count the number of steps between Agnes Purdy Park and Bearbrook Road: ______________  

 Explore the trails and greenspace at the Hornets Nest. See if you can find the biggest hill.   

 Find a big open greenspace and fly a kite. Try making a kite if you don’t have one.   

 Do some yoga or stretches in a park  

 Time how long it takes you to walk from one park to another. You choose the parks. 

Which parks did you choose: _____________________________________________ 

Time to walk between the parks: ______________________________________________  

 



 

3 
 

Connecting with the Community Date 

Have a picnic in Harold Diceman Park  

Sit in Bearbrook Park for 15 minutes. Count the number of people and animals that go by. 

People walking: ______________           People running: __________________ 

Cyclists: _______________                    Dogs: __________________  

  

Take a walk on the road through the community gardens. Identify at least 10 different vegetables or fruits 
growing in the gardens: ________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

***Please stay on the road, do not enter the garden plots, and obey any posted signs***  

 

Visit the Just Food Farm Stand on a Sunday morning and meet a farmer. Buy something from one of the 
farms (if you can).  

What was the best part about the visit: ____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Using the necessary safety precautions, pick up one grocery bag full of litter (from a local park or street) 
per person in your group. Take it home to put out with your regular garbage. 

Number of bags of garbage collected: ______________________________ 

 

Learning about Nature Date  

 Learn about lichens. What did you learn: _________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Can you find any lichens in Isaiah Scharfe Park? ________________________ 

 

Learn about the different types of pollinators.  

How many pollinators can you spot at Michael Budd Park:______________________  

Why might pollinators be visiting this park? _________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Identify 4 tree species growing in or near Blackburn Park. Did you notice anything about the health of the 
trees: _____________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Learn about invasive plant species. Try to list 3 facts about invasive plant species: 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you see any in our parks? ____________________________________________ 

 

 Learn about clouds. Spend some time staring at the clouds.  

What cloud shapes did you see: _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 


